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WHAT’S AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 

 

International organization 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the following text. 

An international organization is an organization of international scope or character. There are two 
main types of international organizations: 

 international intergovernmental organizations (IGOs), whose members are sovereign states 
or other intergovernmental organizations (like the European Union and the WTO _World 
trade organization). 

 and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), which are private organizations. 

Generally and correctly used, the term international organization is used to mean international 
governmental organizations only.  

Translate the text above. 

In your own words explain what an international organization is. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intergovernmental
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign_states
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WTO
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-governmental_organization
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Legal nature 

 

 

 

Legally speaking, an international organization must be established by a treaty providing it with 
legal recognition. International organizations so established are subjects of international law, 
capable of entering into agreements among themselves or with states. Thus international 
organizations in a legal sense are distinguished from mere groupings of states, such as the G-8 and 
the G-77, neither of which have been founded by treaty, though in non-legal contexts these are 
sometimes referred to as international organizations as well. 

International organizations must also be distinguished from treaties; while all international 
organizations are founded on a treaty, many treaties (e.g., the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA)) do not establish an international organization and rely purely on the parties 
for their administration. 

 

Translate the text above.  

In your own words explain the legal nature of an international organization 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legal_entity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subject_of_international_law
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G-8
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Group_of_77
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_Free_Trade_Agreement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_Free_Trade_Agreement
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Membership and function 

 

 

International organizations differ in function, membership and membership criteria. Membership of 

some organizations (global organizations) is open to all the nations of the world. This category 

includes the United Nations and its specialized agencies and the World Trade Organization. Other 

organizations are only open to members from a particular region or continent of the world, like 

European Union, African Union, ASEAN and so on. 

Finally, some organizations base their membership on other criteria: cultural or historical links (the 

Commonwealth of Nations, La Francophonie, the Community of Portuguese Language Countries), 

level of economic development or type of economy (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD), Organization of Petroleum-Exporting Countries (OPEC), or religion 

(Organization of the Islamic Conference). 

Were it to come about, the ultimate international organization would be a Federal World 

Government. 

In the nineteenth century, France was the fons et origo of many international organizations: This 

means that much of the driving force to form such bodies came from the French, and that their 

headquarters is in France, often in Paris. Under the Third Republic, the International Exposition of 

1878 in that city held a great number of meetings of such international organizations - as opposed 

to the preceding regimes. The motivation was that to keep France a republic and not slip back into 

either a monarchist or Bonapartist regime, the republicans would underscore their inheritance of 

the crusading nature of the French Revolution against feudal cultural remnants within France, which 

had been generalized to the rest of feudal Europe, eventually to the world. Some conclude from this 

example that internationalism often has national origins. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subregion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ASEAN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Francophonie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_of_Portuguese_Language_Countries
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organisation_for_Economic_Co-operation_and_Development
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organisation_for_Economic_Co-operation_and_Development
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OPEC
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization_of_the_Islamic_Conference
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_World_Government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_World_Government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nineteenth_century
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Third_Republic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exposition_Universelle_%281878%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exposition_Universelle_%281878%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bonapartism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Revolution
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1) Answer the following questions: 

a) What do international organizations differ in? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

b) Give examples of different membership. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

c) What does it mean to differ in function? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

d) What is the most common origin of most organizations? Why? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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GLOBAL ORGANIZATIONS 

United Nations 

 

 

 

Flag of the United Nations 

Kofi Annan 

as wartime alliance: January 1, 1942  

as international organization: October 24, 1945 

New York City, New York, USA  

http://www.un.org 

191 member states 

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish 

Look at the mixed information in the table and and find out the following information about the 

United Nations. 

a. Where is The United Nations headquarters? 
b. When was it formed? 
c. Who is the Secretary general? 
d. How many members does it have? 
e. What are the official languages? 
f. What’s the UN website? 

a. ________________________________________________________________ 

b. ________________________________________________________________ 

c. ________________________________________________________________ 

d. ________________________________________________________________ 

e. ________________________________________________________________ 

f. ________________________________________________________________ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kofi_Annan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/January_1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1942
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/October_24
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1945
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_of_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_member_states
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
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Translate the following text. 

The United Nations (UN) is an international 

organization that describes itself as a "global 

association of governments facilitating co-

operation in international law, international 

security, economic development, and social 

equity." It was founded in 1945 by 51 countries, 

replacing The League of Nations which was 

founded in 1919. 

There are 191 United Nations member states, 

including virtually all internationally recognized independent nations, except Vatican City (the Holy 

See) (which has declined membership but is an observer state), Palestine (whose status is still one 

of a de facto state, and has not yet legally declared statehood), Niue and the Cook Islands (whose 

foreign affairs are dealt with by the New Zealand Government) and Taiwan, which has not been 

internationally recognized as independent or as the Republic of China (whose status as a member 

state was transferred to the People's Republic of China in 1971). Palestine and the Holy See both 

have Permanent Observer Missions to the UN. 

From its headquarters in New York City, the UN's member countries and specialized agencies give 

guidance and decide on substantive and administrative issues in regular meetings held throughout 

each year. The organization is divided into administrative bodies, including the UN General 

Assembly, UN Security Council, UN Economic and Social Council, UN Trusteeship Council, UN 

Secretariat, and the International Court of Justice, as well as counterpart bodies dealing with the 

governance of all other UN system agencies, such as the WHO and UNICEF. The UN's most visible 

public figure is the Secretary-General. 

The UN was founded after the end of World War II by the victorious world powers with the hope 

that it would act to prevent conflicts between nations and make future wars impossible, by 

fostering an ideal of collective security. The organization's structure still reflects in some ways the 

circumstances of its founding. For example, the five main victors of World War II are the Security 

Council permanent members with veto power: The United States of America, the Soviet Union 

(which was replaced by Russia), the United Kingdom, France, and the Republic of China (later 

replaced by the People's Republic of China). Writer Alistair Cooke suggested in one of his "Letter 

from America" radio programmes that Stalin had in fact come up with the idea of the present 

structure of the UN with its permanent members with veto powers. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governments
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_law
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_security
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_security
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_development
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_League_of_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_member_states
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_See
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_See
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niue
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cook_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_headquarters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN_General_Assembly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN_General_Assembly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN_Security_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN_Economic_and_Social_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN_Trusteeship_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN_Secretariat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN_Secretariat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Court_of_Justice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Health_Organisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNICEF
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Secretary-General
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collective_security
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Security_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Security_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
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Answer the following questions with information from the text you translated. 

a. Identify the four main objectives or functions of the UN. 

b. What organization was replaced by the UN? 

c. Which nations aren’t members of the UN? 

d. How is the UN organized? 

e. Who is the most important figure of the UN? 

f. What was the objective of the UN when it was founded after the World War II? 

g. Do the founders of the UN still have special powers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/e7/Naciones_Unidas_3.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/e7/Naciones_Unidas_3.jpg
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There are many  environmental organizations. Match their logos with the 

correspondent description. 

A                                1 

 

 

 

B                                2  

 

 

 

C                               3 

   

 

 

D                              4 

 

 

 

 

E 5 

 

               

 

 

 

___________________fights powerful special interests 

to save endangered wildlife, habitat and biodiversity. Join 

Defenders Electronic Network to save something wild for 

future generations! 

 

_________________ founded in 1973, is dedicated to 

protecting and restoring rivers for people, fish and wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 

As the non-profit law firm for the environment, 

______________protects people, wildlife and natural 

resources by providing free legal representation to 

citizen groups to enforce our environmental laws. 

As the U.S voice of an international network spanning 70 

countries, ________________champions a more healthy 

and just world. 

_______________ is an independent campaigning 

organization that uses non-violent direct action to expose 

global environmental problems and to force solutions, 

which are essential to a green and peaceful future. 
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F                               6 

 

 

 

G                                7 

 

 

 

H                                8 

 

 

 

I                               9 

   

 

 

J                              10 

                             

 

 

 

 

  With experience in media relations, issue campaign 

management, government affairs, federal environmental law, 

and investigative research, ____________ provides public 

education campaign and communications expertise on national 

 

Through science-based advocacy, research, and public 

education, the__________________________informs, 

inspires and empowers people to act for the oceans. 

 

 Protecting and enhancing America's National Park System 

for present and future generations. Ten parks are in 

critical condition. You can help. 

 

 

 

 

The ___________________is a non profit partnership of 

scientists and citizens combining rigorous scientific analysis, 

innovative policy development and effective citizen advocacy 

to achieve practical environmental solutions. 

_____________________, the global conservation 

network known by its Panda logo, is dedicated to preserving 

wildlife and wild lands through science, policy advocacy and 

the Conservation Action Network. 
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